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Raghunath Raing, Director, Directone
of Filfm Festivaly

Foreword

Panorama of Indian Cinemn, &

of Indin's international festival,

been seeking (o present the fresher
vivid, youthful and resilient side

the Indian film industry's split per-

. In a society whose ethos is
essentinlly foudal, cinema has to be an
act of renowal, not escape. The scope of
our film audience and commercial
t is so large that “truth™
becomes & commodity to be packaged
for consumer needs. The best of the
new cinemu, therefore, takes iis thrust
from the deficiencies of its competition,
aspiring 10 be closer to the le,
probing, active— thus, pmmmp a
more accurate barometer for our
culture. In this year's selection for
cxample, Mrinal Sen (Akaler Sandh-
aney| Govind Nihalani {Aakrosh) and

Biplab Roy Choudhury (Shodh), present
aspects of India's rural tensions. The
abrasions of urban living are revealed
m Saeced Mirza's Albert Pimto and
Rabindra Dharmaraj’s Chalors, Satyajii
Ray’s allegorical film Hirok Rajar Deshe
is about totalitarianism and Jabbar
Patel's Simhasan, about manipulations
of political power. Mani Kaul in his
Satah Se Uthatn Aadmi tries 1o probe
the contemporary Indian consciousness,

That the Indian cinema has not yel
lost its vitaliry is evident from this year's
package. Along with the established
film-makers like Satyajit Ray, Mrinal
Sen, G, Aravindan, Tapan Sinha, Tarun
Majumdar, we introduce Govind
Nihalani, Rabindra Dharmaraj, Sai
Paranjpe, Ketan Mehta and V., R. Gopi-



aath with their first features. K. G,
George, Bharathan and Shridhar Kshir-
sagar are back again. K. Vishwanath,
y, Jagannath and K. Vijayan are
represented for the first time.

The point, however, is how long will
this vitality survive? The gixties were a
time of re-definition of the Indian
Cinema, & time of questions which un-
|eased immense eneTgy and excitement.
It was then that the “regional” cinema
came into its own, But whether it will
gurvive ©ven as minority cinema is
debatable. The established distribution
networks keep these films out and there
is mo art circuit.

The Working Group on Mational Film
Palicy in its report described the prob-
lem but offered nothing more than a
few perfunctory solutions. Iromically,
in a country which produces the largest
number of films, there has been no
debate on the group's report thereby
exposing the total absence of serious

film writing in the country. Cinema
journalism is still confined 1o star maga-

This annual issue of Indian Cinemn,
which is a8 companion volume of the
Panorama of Indian Cinema, apart from
its usual features, surveys the national

traces and discusses the problems of
cinema and reviews Filmotsay 80 and
India’s presence at International Film
Festivals. The collage of news clippings
on the Gandhi film should be of interest
a5 it reflects the sharp viewsit has evaked.

Mr. L. V. Prasad, veteran
and producer, for chairing the Selec-
tion Panel the other members
who gave of their expertise and time
to make up the Indian Panorama of

this year.




Bangalore 3-17 lnnuary "0

The Intermatdonal Film Festivals in
Indla are held ammmally. approved hy
FIAFP (Federation lmternationale de
Amociation du Film Producen), the
sugusi parent body based in Pards und
bended by Mr. Brisson,

ldia's compeililve Mlm festlvals | one
of the siv worldwide with the FIAFP
sinmp) ire beld evers other yeur in New
Delhl, 1981, lnsunry 3 1o 16 will mark
o formight celebrating the Elghih Inice-
mational Film Festival of Dndin {fik
IFF1). A turn-comperiive lestlyal ls beld
om other years in different major cities,
Fimotsav ‘B took place v Hangulore.
s gurden clty of Indls. Visftors to this
lestival wrote and talked af their ex-
perhence. Here are extrocis brom thedr
parts and views..

Film festivals in India invanahly suffer
By westher Each vear provides i
Al problems: o tardy bureiucrce
el Ffmancing, last-minute realiss
e asd & rmsh of critics. Fach vear
sm—bow, with gritte toeth, o handful
of wemry osganircrs and enuisio
Mg B ocvashon alive. Anc o it wi
o

B s e the chicice of

i pemerous aid beart-warting
= Th= Commeni’ (115 A

“Hangabisre was the kieal dholce lor 1980:
ihe recent growth of the southern Him
industry bas been prodigious . . . | Bungs-
lorel boasty 110 movie ihestres, ihe
hihimhrp-rupluufln}duql
the mbcontinent; it Is the most movie-
mad town in 8 movie-mad country.”

Kannadya fifmstar Rekha Rao and
R. Raina, D¥recior, Direciorate of Eilm
Feptrvais, watch while Devika Rani
imanguraiey Filmotmay 00




U Jumuary 3, Devaka Rani, the cap
wuting Firal Lady of the Indian Scree.
tit the tmditional South Indisn lamp
For Giteen days now the lights wilbd
cim a hundred times amd visicns from
thirrynino countries would be loyed,
hiited, talked ahout, forpotien.

Meanwhile in Bomhay crites and
s watiind. For tickets, for Oights

for movies they had come o see.
herek Malookm, Roman Polsnsii and the
cntire British delegation found them:-
selves alrborne without un engine and in
uncemioriabbe proaimity of the Arabim
Sea, Fue they reachied s did the others,
and onee in Bangniore, all wis forgiven
Mr. Maleatm. wiriting for “The Crusrdinn’
{England), found thut “lf was, hawever,
all wortiowhile in the end. The Fastival ., . .
well,

The Penorama, staried jn Madres in
1978, hns sines become e Indinn show-
plece. In Bangalore the Panpramn wm
well-anended and extensively written
up. Pechaps the moss thorough-poing

al it come from Gene Moscow-

itz of "Varlety' (USA), Tn reviewinig as
many a8 14 of the filme shown he dis-
covered a qualitative drop from the
WF.MMMIHIIM
were nevertheloss emough good flme,
alten on [a] village backwardoess (b}
r-lﬂﬂhrﬂ_-.ln
up u growlng sember of new tilents

and Mms with intermatioaal potentisl.”

Varoos crities from sll over the

world remirked on the now trends in
cinemn. To Michel Cimem

fhemses of Indion director,” while his
comgmiriot A, Eichenberer of Neae
Laricher Leituny realived how important
wau “the conflict hetween tradidon and
maodernity.”

Thie two fibms which found unanimous
praise were Prinnl Sen's And  (haive
Rofls The Day and G. Anivindss's
The Bogevman, Max Tesier writing
for ‘Lo Revee du Cinema’ (Framce) said,
“Conirary s mos af his earfier works
muarked by o revolutionary and Marxis
stenin. . . Ekdin  Pravidin |And Quist
Rolls The Dy | b resnrkabbe for the snb-
thety al its social message amad the cormes-
ponding suhtlety of psvehology.” Most
English eritics adored the film and even
Derek Malcotm was relieved o dis
cower b it “a control and restraint we
~EPr to think he might not

Maleolm went on 1o talk

b aboul “the superbly

L

Other filnn that won wide-ranging
prudse were Nachiket and Javoo Parwar-
dhan's 2lad June B9 ("a beilllant
diebut™ — Louls Marcorelles, 'Le Monde',

wuality™— A, 1. Of Ashwa-
rhawna {Wandering Soull and director
Mohapan, Moscowit wrole, “Film

King Hu of Honghowng

L



[

Inmgudd bt displavs an locisive directo
rial pacing 1o make K. B. Mohanan s
man io waich." Notioed by David Robin-
won of “The Times,” Englomd, For its casl
of locsl pop-professional sctoes and
local settings wus V. N latka's Prat-
yursha (The Dawn)

Most critics agreed on the films they
did ar did not care Tor msd it wes onky
I, 5. Nagobharana's The Eclipse which
cansed some critical controvensy. Wihike
Memocowits called it “un bmposing Mt
Mm” snd Dovid Hobinson  thought
it ti3 he "ihe best s toughes™ of the
realist sebool of lidian Cinema, Elfio
Sieins goihusiasm wis rother more
fugitive: *The re-cuactment of the cere-
mony durtng the first reel s masteriy
moviemaking — welrd images from
strange worbd, odiicd with skill, | was
ihrilled ui ihe discovery ol a8 pgres!
pictere by 0 pew dircctor, Unthrilled. 1
wi mppalled through the rest of the
film — an overwinaghi. confesed, Inept,
unformed, lamp of cellnloid. ft slmost
Joaks ms I thee bwo soctions were directed
by two diflterent hands.”

The encellent imernstionad seloction
ol 1) fikms was, sccording (o Derek Hill
of “Sight and Sound,” (LUK}, “am -
peceable und somewhai mind-hogting
schievement, ghan that the simpleu
milminkstrative chore in fndia lostanily
poses 8 kafisesque challenge.”

For many -~ the student, the profes
wonal, the baff, the critic— the intor-
national selection meant & discovery of
what waa new and exciting in the world’s
cnems. And in thai magical fortnight,
we fell In love with the movies all over
mgnin.

Mo only flms, but peaple foo
Direcioes apd critics, personatitics and
The diminutive Polanski, the

wwering Hay, Michacl Cacoyammis,
Tomas Ales. Alain Cornean, King Hu
Lsewan Gioal and Richand Knplan. Some,
like Kem i (Lomdin Fllm Fesir
wal) and Feanr Brossard (Locarno
Film Festival) hed come on s scout. The
lamter, found o mugger tacked away in the.
Market Section which boasted ES recent

Indiun  flms:  Budhadey Dasgupa's
Bitter Godder. The fiim  atractad
wther admirers too, David Robinson wis
murwesd by it vivid chaencterisadion aod
the elarity of its mesage while Derck
Maleolm considered 11 “remurkable for
jta wincerity snd the stark realism that
wids to iy obviows truth.”

Ray and Palarski

Bangalose also provided retroapectives
of Jemn Rencir and Yowse! Chahine
(Chahine attended the festival) and paid
fribuite i 5. Sukhdev, the late docu-
mentary fiimmaker. Stein chancod upon
Sukhdev socidentally and found him 1o
be 5 crestive visionary humank”™ wiio
was “lmdia’s grestest documentarist”,
Dierek Hill of “Sight & Sound’ (England)
frsumd the documentariss “n revelation”.

A new jourasl “Cinema Vision, Indin™
wns horn during the Festival. Most dele-
pates and critics felt encouraged by its
sims. Marcorelles wos espocially lauds-

Ry,

Masdeme Kowakita, Hiroro Guavorsond
Ken Winiehkin




1980 marked the silver anniversary of
the release af Pather Panchall and Satya
jit Ray was honoured with & screcnimg
of 12 films and two docomeniaries. Be-
sides these, there wos a symposiam and
an exhibit of Ray's margiadia imchedimg
book designa, typefaces (Ray Roman)
el shedehen, which delighied ibe foreign
delogates, The [lms provided & rare
opportumity of experioncing the Ray
wranere bt for the [net that most viewemn
were put off by the shoddy privt-qualiny
The lnck of finemoess also resolied in
unsubtitied prints. Derek Maloom spoke
for all when he admonished: “it s ons
thing to make Ray intn » very worthy
cailtural monamenl. ey snsber 1o

. -

lwave mn imcripiioa on It that says, In
the wrong language, that sobody really
cares enough to clean f!™

Al yet, despiie such lagses, Buiga-
Tore weorkied it charms, When the cere-
maonkes came to a closs in the gardena of
the Baogabore Cluby, some, ai legst, were
s 1o leave. Said Elfiot Stein: “1 feli
wndie @l home o ﬂ—,lh!lhnl ever
have ln London, Canes, Los Angeles,
TebAvly, Tocson, Washington D. [
Albuguergue, Frankiuri, Rio, Newark,
or Home. Lesving there was ke leaving

Thank you, Mr. Stein,

The very firyt axtuir of the complete works of Satrajs Ray



In Bangalore




India International

Off-beat Indinn flma, representing some
15 lmnguages of the couniry, have pro-
bably never received the artention and
recognition that they are gettmg now
hoth in foreim fikm festivals and m film
cvenls in India,

Al bome, the More SEFous Cifem s
patronised by growing numbers. The
annial Matkonal Awnrds | ihie highes and
mosl coveted honour in film insrinomed
by the government) wre bagged mostly
by the unconventional films. Following
the awards, the Mutional Film Festival
iz held in New Delbi and dmws pecked
heousen

“The Penorama of 21 Indisn [Ems

held ma port of India's yearly interna-
tismal film lestival has also belped to
pive the Intermational audience a st
of gond Indian cinema. The Directormte
ol Film Feativals faces a peodigious task
in spouting the flmes Trom diverse parts
al the country, collecting them together
ol one place, and fllld“:n'.in.lh‘l il]lng thiem
in English.

The comcerted effort has prm-rd
worthwhile both st home and abrond.
The list of entries wo Tniernmbional festi-
vuls incresses, as abso the interest of
Indian nudiences in the now cinema.
ary of Tndinn films which parti
n festrvals obroad, and some

oonmected events follow

Sokrab Modi recetving the Dediahiit Phalke Awind from the Prexident af Jadia,

M. Sumjiva Redli. This awerd

ring fiim veloranr of ome of the most dm-

porign awordy given by the poveriment




Festival Diary

"FilmFest...

Berlin

1R- 20 Febousr Y00

Uirich Giregor, co-director of the
featival commented on the lack of any
Indian eptry: “The problem is the very
short time span between the Indian
and Berfin Film Festivals.” A
compliment to the Festival's
IMEpOrEmCT Wi the presence of o
large Indian contingent consisting of
government, press and filmmakers
nitending the festival. Director M
Kaul was 3 spocial invitee,

e ————a
The Center for South and
Southeast Asia Studies
University of California,
Berkeley
ANNOUNCES
ACONVERSATION WITH

ARAVINDAN

—A NEW FILMMAKER
FROM INDIA—

April 1980

. Arnvindan, the Malayalam
fitmmaker, was invited on a

ome-monih lecture tour to sebect
American aniversities and art

centres. He showed American cineastes
twor of his flema, Thempa wnd

K nmmastty.



Al the Cannes Fifm Fastival: oL o Ri Teteyas Mikgdar facter of Kurosewa )

Kapemusha ), Mme Kowakite, Mr. Kaweiits, M. Gita San, Meinal Sen fwhose (il

Ekdin Pratidin was tn comperition), Ms, Bindy Hatro and Mr. B. Raing, Director,
rectorate of Film Feotivals

Imchin's competiiive entry was Mrinal
Sen's Bkl Pratidin. Indion films &
Cannes have been screened sporadically.
(iarm Mows was the entry in 1975,
Meat Shyam Benegals Nishont in 1970,
In 1980 it wos Mrinal Sen’s Ekdin
Praibdin. The film won favourable

end wide oovernge and was being tipped
for mn wward




Tashkent —
May 1980

Seven Indizn films entered. Sai

‘s Sparshy {Hindi}, Bipisb
Ray Chondhury's Shodb (Findi),
Thpal Duit’s Feor (Bengaiil, T. 5.
Ranga's Sevithrl (Kannada),
K. Vishwanaths Sankarshharansm
(Telugu), Mrinal Ssn's Eldin Pruildia
(Bengeafi), Purneodu Pattrea’s Maleschs
(Bengali), At Momcow wnsd Taahkent
filen femtivads, Indinn films draw en
enthusiastic response. Incinn sinrs amd
music are a8 popular & ever,

27th

JUNE 1980

Sydney/Melbourne
—June 1980

Indin was represented by Saryajit Ray's
Jol Baba Felunath (Bengali), Girish
Karnad's Undanandu Kaladall
(Kannada)l, Shyum Benegal's Jumoon
{Hindi). In accordance with the festival's
fubm, the [lins were repented at S'rd:rlzy
shorily aficr.

Warsaw — Poland

June

Indin entrics: Benogal's Nishaut
iNight's End}, Aravindan's Thampu,
Sen's Perssarsman, [haspopin
Dooratwa, Vishwanath's Muajjrnmm
and Bhorathan's Mullom Valsrem.
Smita Putil snd G, Arsvindan aitended

us spocial invitess.

Karlovy
Vary
June-July
1980

India sent Gautam Ghoso's

Melun Eboomi [ Totugy) in the

Eﬁ‘l"“:f‘\‘lmn (n section of firg
munakery). Buddhsdeb Desgupia’s

Meem Annsparns (Bengali} was in

competition, P, Padmarajan’s

Peruvazhinmbalom (Molayaizm )

wits also entered. Mrinal Sen was a

member of the jury. Neem Annapamas

won & special jury sward.

| CAMERIDCE
LM FESTIVAL

HOW ™ TS FIFTH YEAR

ARTE CINEMA
LAST TWO WEERS M JiLy

LR T e —
| T —

Buddhadeh Dasgupin's Neem

Annapurna Hengali) wan the



THE POURTH HUMNG KOG
(N TERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAI
JUSNE= JLIEY ts)
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Indinn eniries were Mrinal Sen’s (o
Dordle Kaths (Telugu) and Parassram
iBengall), Aravindan's Thamps (Mals
vilam), Shryam  Benegals Anugrabnm
(Teluga), Satyajit Hay's Jol Raba
Felunmih (Benguii), Cirksh Ramnads
(indanandn Kalsdalll (Kannada). The
six Indion fms resulied in wede
spresd press covernge. The Hong Kong
Siandard mmmounced it as “Film Trest
during Esster Hollcays”

Djakarta —
June-Yuly 1980

Three Indian entrien. Basm
Bhaiiacharya's, Grikapeavesh |Hindi
¥ R, Mohanan's Ashwathmms
{Malayalam), Crirish Kasarvalli's
Alcrumana (Kannads) wen the fastivals
‘Mitra” awards, Bimal Duit's Kpsturi
[ifindi) was also an eniry

Boww Bhattacharys, direcior of

Cerihapruveh

International
Science

Fiction Festival
Trieste —

5-12 July 1980

Firs Tndian film to be shown i this
festavn]

Haj Tiluk's Chehre pe Chehen {Hidden
Faces), u film based on the novel,
D, Jekyl and Mr, Hyde.

La Rochelle —
August 1980

Fldin Prutidin (Bengall) wos the
[ndian eniry. A retrospactive of
tdrinal Sen's films was planned for
the forlscoming year,

Cyprus —
August 1980

Satvajic Ray's bol Baba Felunaih
{Bengali) fetched o special award

Monireal —
August 1980

Nachikot and layoo Parwnrdhnn’s
Tiad June 1897 (Marnihi} was the
Indinn ewtry



FESTIVAL

33"

: S

INTERNAZIONALE DEL

FILM = LOCARNO

AUGLIST

THE HOST IMPORTANT
FWIES FILM EVENT

FESTIVAL INTEANAZIONALE DEL FILM LOCARAND

OB LOCARNDG C F s

Locarno

Buddhadeb Dasguptn’s Neem
Annapurna bapgged s spectad award

Adelaide —
September 1980

Ciirish Kamu!'s Ondamondu Kalsdalil
{Kannmda) was the Indian entry

Czechoslovakia
September

Indian entries: Sen's Ekdim Pratidin,
Benegal's Junoon, Ghose's Mas
Bhoomi, Bocker's Sanghagensm o
hawrvalli's Akramana,

Twinm PR4OD  Tal (A0 L]

sall from K. K. Mohanan's Malayvolam
film Ashwathamas, the Indion entry ot
hesssalomiki

New York Film
Festival
September —
October

Wirnal Sen's Fldin Pratidin
{Hengudi) was the Indinn entry.

Cork
October 1980

Coautsm Ghose's Mo Blhoonsd
i wreened



Mannheim
October 1980

Machiket and Jayoo Parwardhan's

22nd June T897 (Marathil.

Sai Paranipe’s Sparsh | Hindi |
resenied Indin, Govimd Mihalduni's

Asnkrosh (Hindi) could oot resch

in fime, The Patwardhans (hoshand

and wilel sitended the festival

Carthage (Tunis)
November 1980

Flodin Pratidin was the Indian eniry

Leipzig
November 21-28

Buddhadeb Datgupta is imvited wo serve
an the jury.

Avellino Film
Festival
November 1980

Basi Chatterfi's loons Yahan (Hiodi)

wis to represent Indis. The festival was
pestponed dise w e tragle eorthguake
11 is now scheduled 1o be bield in 15581,

SAN FRANCISCO |
INTERNATIONAL |
FILM FESTIVAL

Aravindon's Kummuity was the Indian
eniry.



London
Film Festival
Nov — Dec 1980)

Dvrwk Matcolm of The G
In. 1980, Mrinal Sen and his film
Ekdin Pratidin were pertiaps the moss
populur myitess 1o foregm film festivals
His unuswsl Faplish translation of the
tithe Amd Quiet Ralls the Duy cansed
& certain ‘parriement’. Divid Robinson
quietly changed it 1o And Sl Flaws
ithe Damy, Others cafled it And Sl
Breaks the Dwwm. New York Filin
Festival gove it it most apt title, Ooe
Dhay Like Another.

Mrinal Sen summed up the views of
muny on the need for film festivals
The South China Morning Post quaoted
him a8 sying. “Indisn aodiences seck
eacape from thetr daily lives when they
#u b the cinema. My subjects are oo
close to daily life for popular appeal
[ v to find 0 way 1o put my message
more succeminlly. Meanwhile, | look for
wider nudiences overseas,”

Mrinul Sons Ekdin Prasidin | Bemgali],
(i Ars 1’5 Kunamatiy (Malayalam |
and Satyajic Roy's Hirak Rajar Deshe
Bengali) were the [ndion entries. The
lirst ever retrospective of Manal Sen’s
utms L) of them were screened)

Mrinal Sen wis imenvdewed by Derck
Maleoln @i the Nutional Film Theatre
ww part of the ‘Cuandian Legiurs'
umme. Satvajii Hay plso

d the ferival

afie e

wrn anranrvitwing Moinad Sen

‘Film-India’. ..
50 films to tour
the States in 1981

% Testival comveying the history of Indian

clivema will be organised in the 115 A, in
lune 1981 jointly by the Muoseum of
Modern Ar ond the Asin Society, A
muimnch ovent, i will festure some
fifity Indlian films which will cover
chissics ma well ox the besi of mew
Iy 1 cinemin. According to an official
relense in New Dhelhi, the festival entiiled
FiimeIndia’. Is being sponsored by the
Inchi-LIS Sub-Commission on Education
mnd Cubiure

The highlight of the festival & o
retrmpective of Satyajit Roy's films. The
filmz will be screened im clght msjor
LIS cuties

19
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